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In 1968, at the peak of the Vietnam War, centrist Congressman Melvin Laird (R-WI) agreed to serve as
Richard Nixon’s secretary of defense. It was not, Laird knew, a move likely to endear him to the American
public—but as he later said, “Nixon couldn’t find anybody else who wanted the damn job.” For the next four
years, Laird deftly navigated the morass of the war he had inherited. Lampooned as a “missile head,” but
decisive in crafting an exit strategy, he doggedly pursued his program of Vietnamization, initiating the
withdrawal of U.S. military personnel and gradually ceding combat responsibilities to South Vietnam. In
fighting to bring the troops home faster, pressing for more humane treatment of POWs, and helping to end
the draft, Laird employed a powerful blend of disarming Midwestern candor and Washington savvy, as he
sought a high moral road bent on Nixon’s oft-stated (and politically instrumental) goal of peace with honor.
            The first book ever to focus on Laird’s legacy, this authorized biography reveals his central and often
unrecognized role in managing the crisis of national identity sparked by the Vietnam War—and the
challenges, ethical and political, that confronted him along the way. Drawing on exclusive interviews with
Laird, Henry Kissinger, Gerald Ford, and numerous others, author Dale Van Atta offers a sympathetic
portrait of a man striving for open government in an atmosphere fraught with secrecy. Van Atta illuminates
the inner workings of high politics: Laird’s behind-the-scenes sparring with Kissinger over policy, his
decisions to ignore Nixon’s wilder directives, his formative impact on arms control and health care, his key
role in the selection of Ford for vice president, his frustration with the country’s abandonment of
Vietnamization, and, in later years, his unheeded warning to Donald Rumsfeld that “it’s a helluva lot easier
to get into a war than to get out of one.”
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From reader reviews:

Christine Kaufman:

The book With Honor: Melvin Laird in War, Peace, and Politics make you feel enjoy for your spare time.
You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book With Honor:
Melvin Laird in War, Peace, and Politics to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add
your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like open and read a e-book With Honor: Melvin Laird in War, Peace, and Politics. Kinds
of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think
about this publication?

Marylouise Potter:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this With Honor: Melvin Laird in War, Peace, and
Politics book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Sandra Birk:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You can see
that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you personally
is With Honor: Melvin Laird in War, Peace, and Politics this publication consist a lot of the information in
the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some exploration
when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.

Martha Dixon:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and With Honor: Melvin Laird in War,
Peace, and Politics or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly
great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-
book, any other book likes With Honor: Melvin Laird in War, Peace, and Politics to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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