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From its inception in 1932, overseas broadcasting by the BBC quickly became an essential adjunct to British
diplomatic and foreign policy objectives. For this reason, the World Service was considered the primary
means of engaging with attitudes and opinions behind the Iron Curtain during the Cold War. Although
funded by government Grant-in-Aid, the Service's editorial independence was enshrined in the BBC's
Charter, Licence and Agreement. London Calling explores the delicate balance of power that lay in the
relations between Whitehall and the World Service during the Cold War.

This book also assesses the nature and impact of the World Service's programmes on listeners living in the
Eastern bloc countries. In doing so, it traces the evolution of overseas broadcasting from Britain alongside
the political, diplomatic and fiscal challenges that the country faced right up to the Suez crisis and the 1956
Hungarian uprising. These were defining experiences for the United Kingdom's international broadcaster
that, as a consequence, helped shape and define the BBC World Service as we know it today. London
Calling is an important study for anyone interested in the media and foreign policy histories of Great Britain
or the history of the Cold War more generally.

Winner of the Longman History Today Book of the Year Award 2015
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From reader reviews:

Lavinia Arthur:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline London
Calling: Britain, the BBC World Service and the Cold War suitable to you? The actual book was written by
well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled London Calling: Britain, the BBC World Service and
the Cold Waris one of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many men
and women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever
know prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
understand the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you
can see the represented of the world in this book.

Shawn Farr:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its include may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be London Calling: Britain, the BBC World Service and the
Cold War why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint
an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Robert Wallace:

Beside this kind of London Calling: Britain, the BBC World Service and the Cold War in your phone, it may
give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might
got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It
is good thing to have London Calling: Britain, the BBC World Service and the Cold War because this book
offers for your requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's
all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot
be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book
along with read it from at this point!

Kevin Caputo:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book London Calling: Britain, the BBC World Service
and the Cold War to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read
it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a
book and read it. Beside that the reserve London Calling: Britain, the BBC World Service and the Cold War



can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're
doing of the time.
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