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Thurgood Marshall's extraordinary contribution to civil rights and overcoming racism is more topical than
ever, as the national debate on race and the overturning of affirmative action policies make headlines
nationwide. Howard Ball, author of eighteen books on the Supreme Court and the federal judiciary, has done
copious research for this incisive biography to present an authoritative portrait of Marshall the jurist.

Born to a middle-class black family in "Jim Crow" Baltimore at the turn of the century, Marshall's race
informed his worldview from an early age. He was rejected by the University of Maryland Law School
because of the color of his skin. He then attended Howard University's Law School, where his racial
consciousness was awakened by the brilliant lawyer and activist Charlie Houston. Marshall suddenly knew
what he wanted to be: a civil rights lawyer, one of Houston's "social engineers." As the chief attorney for the
NAACP, he developed the strategy for the legal challenge to racial discrimination. His soaring achievements
and his lasting impact on the nation's legal system--as the NAACP's advocate, as a federal appeals court
judge, as President Lyndon Johnson's solicitor general, and finally as the first African American Supreme
Court Justice--are symbolized by Brown v. Board of Education, the landmark case that ended legal
segregation in public schools.

Using race as the defining theme, Ball spotlights Marshall's genius in working within the legal system to
further his lifelong commitment to racial equality. With the help of numerous, previously unpublished
sources, Ball presents a lucid account of Marshall's illustrious career and his historic impact on American
civil rights.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Hilda Szymanski:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by
a book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve A Defiant Life: Thurgood Marshall and
the Persistence of Racism in America will make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you
can know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
appropriate book with you?

Keith Devine:

This A Defiant Life: Thurgood Marshall and the Persistence of Racism in America book is simply not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read
a lot of information you will get. This specific A Defiant Life: Thurgood Marshall and the Persistence of
Racism in America without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't become worry A Defiant Life: Thurgood Marshall and the Persistence of Racism in
America can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because
you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This A Defiant Life: Thurgood Marshall and the
Persistence of Racism in America having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Pandora Rice:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this A
Defiant Life: Thurgood Marshall and the Persistence of Racism in America, you could tells your family,
friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Clarence Williams:

Beside that A Defiant Life: Thurgood Marshall and the Persistence of Racism in America in your phone, it
can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will
got here is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have A Defiant Life: Thurgood Marshall and the Persistence of Racism in



America because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get
what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend here
cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this
book along with read it from at this point!
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