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"Sylvan's thesis furnishes far more of the same valued experiences than is usually realized: ritual activity,
communal ceremony, a philosophy and worldview, a code for living one's life, a cultural identity, a social
structure, a sense of belonging, and crucially, Sylvan argues encounters with the numinous."
—Journal of Religion

Most studies of the religious significance of popular music focus on music lyrics, offering little insight into
the religious aspects of the music itself. Traces of the Spirit examines the religious dimensions of popular
music subcultures, charting the influence and religious aspects of popular music in mainstream culture today
and analyzing the religious significance of the audience's experiences, rituals, and worldviews. Sylvan
contends that popular music subcultures serve the function of religious communities and represent a new and
significant religious phenomenon.

Drawing on ethnographic fieldwork using interviews and participant observation, Sylvan examines such
subcultures as the Deadheads, raves and their participants, metalheads, and Hip Hop culture. Based on these
case studies, he offers a comprehensive theoretical framework in which to study music and popular culture.
In addition, he traces the history of West African possession religion from Africa to the diaspora to its
integration into American popular music in such genres as the blues, rock and roll, and contemporary
musical youth subcultures.
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From reader reviews:

Kurt Haney:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great and important the book Traces of the Spirit: The Religious
Dimensions of Popular Music. All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Marco Manuel:

This Traces of the Spirit: The Religious Dimensions of Popular Music tend to be reliable for you who want
to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Traces of the Spirit: The Religious
Dimensions of Popular Music can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just
simple reading food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge.
This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and
printed ones. Beside that this Traces of the Spirit: The Religious Dimensions of Popular Music giving you an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful
in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Walter Pressley:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Traces of the Spirit: The Religious Dimensions of Popular Music, you may tells your family, friends and
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Joseph Levis:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Traces of the Spirit: The Religious
Dimensions of Popular Music that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this
book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world
considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit
only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you
who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick Traces of the Spirit: The Religious



Dimensions of Popular Music become your own starter.
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