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First published in 1986 Mary Douglas’ theory of institutions uses the sociological theories of Emile
Durkheim and Ludwig Fleck to determine not only how institutions think, but also the extent to which
thinking itself is dependent upon institutions. Different kinds of institutions allow individuals to think
different kinds of thoughts and to respond to different emotions. It is just as difficult to explain how
individuals come to share the categories of their thought as to explain how they ever manage to sink their
private interests for a common good.

Douglas forewarns us that institutions do not think independently, nor do they have purposes, nor do they
build themselves. As we construct our institutions, we are squeezing each other’s ideas into a common shape
in order to prove their legitimacy by sheer numbers. She admonishes us not to take comfort in the thought
that primitives may think through institutions, but moderns decide on important issues individually. Our
legitimated institutions make major decisions, and these decisions always involve ethical principles.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Rose:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition details. Even you love How Institutions Think (Routledge Revivals), it is possible
to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh
can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Cassandra Martin:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping How Institutions Think (Routledge
Revivals) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit all
over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then how they
react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person
but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your
good habit, you could pick How Institutions Think (Routledge Revivals) become your starter.

Susan Tokarz:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
internal or real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring and also can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to
suit your needs. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this How Institutions Think (Routledge Revivals) can
make you feel more interested to read.

Marvin Ober:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. From the book How Institutions Think (Routledge Revivals) we can take more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the
best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book How
Institutions Think (Routledge Revivals). You can more desirable than now.
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