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"It isimpossible, at so early atime, to obtain the result." — Rutherford B. Hayes after the election

It seems that every time apresidential election rolls around in America, voters are told that the nationisat a
critical fork inits history, and that the decisions reached and the candidates elected will change the course of
history. While thisis always true to some extent, there are times when it istrue to acritical extent.

Such was the case in 1876, when the country, weary of four years of Civil War and more than a decade of
Reconstruction, was once again on the brink of splitting. While the Northern states celebrated the centennial
of American Independence, the South found itself chaffing under the weight of federal occupation. At the
same time, the entire nation was shocked and horrified at the direction the Indian Warsin the West were
going, culminating just weeks before the el ection with George Custer’ s shocking defeat at the Battle of the
Little Bighorn.

Many assumed that President Ulysses S. Grant, the popular Civil War general who was still arelatively
young man at the end of his second term in office, would surely run for athird, but many Americans knew
nothing of the scandals and corruption that had surrounded Grant’s administration, and he wanted to keep it
that way, preferring to be remembered as a successful general rather than afailed president. Thus, after
extensive consultations with his advisors, he decided to retire from political life, leaving the Republican
nomination wide open. At the same time, Southern politicians were beginning to make a comeback and the
Democratic Party was gaining strength, especially in the former Confederate states. The South hoped that if
it could once again win the White House, it could finally resume its position as an equal part of the nation,
rather than a section being punished for its past.

All of this set the stage for one of the strangest interludesin American history. As the nation’ s two major
parties each put forth alarge date of candidates for nomination, two candidates had to come to the fore, and
each party selected both a presidential and vice-presidential candidate. These four men ran a bitterly
contested race just to reach the general election, and that general election became the most controversial in
American history.

By the time resultsrolled in, Democrat Samuel Tilden had won the popular vote and was up by 19 electoral
votes, but 20 electoral votes were disputed, and despite claims of fraud, the two sides eventually forged the
Compromise of 1877, which gave the presidency to the Republican Rutherford B. Hayes in exchange for the
removal of federal troops from the South. The Compromise effectively ended the Reconstruction era, and
while it helped bring about the sectional reconciliation of the country, it also allowed the Solid South to
emerge, which included the implementation of Jim Crow across the region. In effect, the election ensured



another major battle over the civil rights of minorities would ensue decades later.
The Election of 1876: The History of the Controversial Election that Ended Reconstruction looks at one of

America’ smost controversial aspects of the 19th century. Along with pictures of important people, places,
and events, you will learn about the Missouri Compromise like never before.
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From reader reviews:
Catherine Browning:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for usto learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read abook. They are
reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you should have this The Election of 1876: The History of the Controversial Election that Ended
Reconstruction.

Christian Rice:

The Election of 1876: The History of the Controversial Election that Ended Reconstruction can be one of
your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The writer giving his’her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in
writing The Election of 1876: The History of the Controversia Election that Ended Reconstruction
nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts
that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial
considering.

Kimberly Smith:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Election of 1876: The History of the
Controversial Election that Ended Reconstruction guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how
to make book which can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner
for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you till
hesitation The Election of 1876: The History of the Controversial Election that Ended Reconstruction as
good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. Thisis one guide that can break don't judge
book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Casey Schnell:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can haveit in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This The Election of 1876: The History of the Controversial
Election that Ended Reconstruction can give you alot of good friends because by you looking at this one
book you have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This book can be
one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't
know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have
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