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The issue of prisoners in war is a highly timely topic that has received much attention from both scholars and
practitioners since the start of the military operations in Afghanistan and Iraq and the ensuing legal and
political problems concerning detainees in those conflicts. This book analyzes these contemporary problems
and challenges against the background of their historical development. It provides a multidisciplinary yet
highly coherent perspective on the historical trajectory of legal and ethical norms in this field by integrating
the historical analysis of war with a study of the emergence of the modern legal regime of prisoners in war.
In doing so, it provides the first comprehensive study of prisoners, detainees and internees in war, covering a
broad range of both regular and irregular wars from the crusades to contemporary counterinsurgency
campaigns.

The book revolves around two major developments: First, there has been a continuous increase in the
political relevance of prisoners in war, in particular since the emergence of POW camps in the nineteenth
century. Secondly, and related, the growth in the legal regime pertaining to prisoners had contradictory
consequences. Whilst it enhanced the protection of prisoners in regular conflicts, its state-centric bias tends
to exclude combatants who do not fit the template of regular inter-state war. Detainees in the 'war on terror'
embody both tendencies, the development of which, however, is by no means a novel phenomenon.

This book is a project of the Oxford Leverhulme Programme on the Changing Character of War.
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From reader reviews:

Marjorie Batchelder:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Prisoners in
War? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your
favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have some other
opinion?

Solange Smith:

This book untitled Prisoners in War to be one of several books that best seller in this year, this is because
when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the
book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier
to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your
account to past this e-book from your list.

Jennifer Klein:

The reserve with title Prisoners in War includes a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot
of help after read this book. This book exist new information the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the
world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your
smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Robert Lewis:

Beside this particular Prisoners in War in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Prisoners
in War because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you
would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your
hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still
want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from currently!
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