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From the author of Women from the Ankle Down comes a lively cultural biography of diamonds, which
explores our society’s obsession with the world’s most brilliant gemstone and the real-world characters who
make them shine.

“A diamond is forever.” Who among us doesn’t recognize this phrase and, with it, the fascination that these
shiny gemstones hold in our collective imagination as symbols of royalty, stars, and eternal love? But who
gave us this catchphrase? Where do these gemstones and their colorful legacies originate? How did they
become our culture’s symbol of engagement and marriage? Why have they retained their coveted status
throughout the centuries?

Rachelle Bergstein’s cultural biography of the diamond illuminates the enticing, often surprising story of our
society’s enduring obsession with the hardest gemstone—and the people who have worked tirelessly to
ensure its continued allure. From the South African mines where most diamonds have been sourced since the
late 1890s to the companies who have fought to monopolize them; from the stars who have dazzled in them
to the people behind the scenes who have carefully crafted our understanding of their value—Brilliance and
Fire offers a glittering history of the world’s most coveted gemstone and its greatest champions and most
colorful enthusiasts.

Brilliance and Fire is illustrated with 16 pages of color photographs.
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From reader reviews:

Crystal Scott:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Brilliance and Fire: A Biography of Diamonds as
the daily resource information.

Shawna Vaughn:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you
read this Brilliance and Fire: A Biography of Diamonds, you can tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Kelli Valverde:

The book untitled Brilliance and Fire: A Biography of Diamonds is the guide that recommended to you you
just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that creator
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis when write
the book, hence the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also will get the
e-book of Brilliance and Fire: A Biography of Diamonds from the publisher to make you much more enjoy
free time.

Michael Gage:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the publication untitled Brilliance and Fire: A Biography of Diamonds can be great book to
read. May be it is usually best activity to you.
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