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Walter Benjamin (1896-1940) has been called by Hannah Arendt the "greatest critic of the century." While
an increasing number of Anglo-American literary critics draw upon Benjamin's writings in their own works,
their colleagues in the philosophical community remain relatively unacquainted with his legacy. In the
European intellectual world, by contrast, Benjamin's critical epistemological program, his philosophies of
history and language, and his aesthetics have long since become part of philosophical discourse. The present
collection of articles, many of which were contained in earlier versions in the Winter 1983 special issue of
the journal The Philosophical Forum, initiates the project of establishing Benjamin's importance to
philosophy.

A balance of original work by Benjamin and important commentary on his works, this volume includes the
crucial chapter from Benjamin's magnum opus The Arcades Project, his "Program of the Coming
Philosophy," and "Central Park," as well as essays by leading scholars (including Theodor W. Adorno, Leo
Lowenthal, and Rolf Tiedemann) that treat single philosophical themes and relate his ideas to those of other
thinkers such as Gadamer, Goodmann, and Rosenzweig. Gary Smith's introduction to the volume provides
an extremely useful and sophisticated entrée for readers unaccustomed to the breadth of Benjamin's
philosophical allusions, as well as an informative summation of the contents of the volume. This book will
be of interest to philosophers, literary theorists, art historians, anthropologists, and other social scientists.
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From reader reviews:

Jodie Long:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
e-book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
are reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Benjamin: Philosophy, Aesthetics, History.

Betty Hood:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have
spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question simply because just
their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Benjamin: Philosophy, Aesthetics,
History to read.

James Jernigan:

The knowledge that you get from Benjamin: Philosophy, Aesthetics, History will be the more deep you
excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to know but Benjamin: Philosophy, Aesthetics, History giving you enjoyment
feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by
anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes your
personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular Benjamin: Philosophy, Aesthetics,
History instantly.

Edwina Hinkle:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Benjamin: Philosophy, Aesthetics, History
can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and
make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have Benjamin: Philosophy,
Aesthetics, History.
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