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Beginning in the late nineteenth century, thousands of Americans turned to an unexpected pastime that had
been theirs to take up all along: the study of nature. Armed with cameras and collecting jars, everyday
citizens wandered the country's forests, prairies, and mountains to gain an appreciation of local floraand
fauna and to escape the increasingly industrialized world as well.

Kevin Armitage presents the first comprehensive history of the nature study movement, demonstrating its
significance to American environmental thought and politics. He shows how nature study, as both a
pedagogic and popular idea, has had alasting effect on American culture and society, and his reevaluation of
the movement has much to tell us about the American relationship with the nonhuman world.

Armitage explains that the ways in which nature study advocates tried to reconcile science with spirit were
surprising, incomplete, and sometimes contradictory. As Progressive Era Americans embraced scientific
modernity, they became increasingly uneasy about the dispassionate character of social and economic life,
turning to nature for unmediated experiences that might enhance the joy of living. By examining the complex
ways American culture struggled with science and its application to the natural world, Armitage shows how
the development of nature study reflected the social dynamics of an emerging industrial society and exerted a
decisive influence on some of the great conservationists of the twentieth century, including Aldo Leopold
and Rachel Carson, both of whom were encouraged to study nature at an early age.

Armitage reveals how nature study advocates, notably progressive educators, devoted themselves to

incul cating an appreciation of nature among children through direct contact with the natural world. Indeed,
by 1907 "Nature Study" had been incorporated into a great many school curricula. He also tells how
educators like John Dewey and Booker T. Washington contributed to conservationist thought and includes
biographical sketches of some of the major, if often overlooked, nature study conservationists: Anna
Botsford Comstock, Ernest Thompson Seton, Mabel Osgood Wright, Gene Stratton Porter, and Liberty Hyde
Bailey.

The nature study movement left arich legacy that has been too long overlooked. Armitage shows that the

personal study of nature remains central to modern environmentalism-and that in nature study one finds
much that is universal to modern America.
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From reader reviews:
Ashley Parra:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic asin the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Nature Study Movement: The Forgotten Popularizer of
Americas Conservation Ethic why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our
reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Cindy Moats:

Beside this The Nature Study Movement: The Forgotten Popularizer of America's Conservation Ethicin
your phone, it may give you away to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you can got hereis fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Nature Study Movement: The Forgotten
Popularizer of America's Conservation Ethic because this book offersto your account readable information.
Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if
you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!

Donald Lewis:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can
know everything you want. A book isapair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This reserve The Nature Study Movement: The Forgotten Popularizer of America's
Conservation Ethic was filled about science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know
how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern eralike at this point, many
ways to get book which you wanted.

Frank Godwin:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. Thiskind of book The Nature Study Movement: The Forgotten
Popularizer of America's Conservation Ethic was bright colored and of course has pictures around. Aswe
know that book The Nature Study Movement: The Forgotten Popularizer of America's Conservation Ethic
has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read
and think that you are the character on there. Therefore, not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers
you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.
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