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Islam is often described as abstract, ascetic, and uniquely disengaged from the human body. Scott Kugle
refutes this assertion in the first full study of Islamic mysticism as it relates to the human body. Examining
Sufi conceptions of the body in religious writings from the late fifteenth through the nineteenth century,
Kugle demonstrates that literature from this era often treated saints' physical bodies as sites of sacred power.

Sufis and Saints' Bodies focuses on six important saints from Sufi communities in North Africa and South
Asia. Kugle singles out a specific part of the body to which each saint is frequently associated in religious
literature. The saints' bodies, Kugle argues, are treated as symbolic resources for generating religious
meaning, communal solidarity, and the experience of sacred power. In each chapter, Kugle also features a
particular theoretical problem, drawing methodologically from religious studies, anthropology, studies of
gender and sexuality, theology, feminism, and philosophy. Bringing a new perspective to Islamic studies,
Kugle shows how an important Islamic tradition integrated myriad understandings of the body in its
nurturing role in the material, social, and spiritual realms.
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From reader reviews:

Colleen Thompson:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Sufis and Saints' Bodies: Mysticism, Corporeality, and
Sacred Power in Islam (Islamic Civilization and Muslim Networks). You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book Sufis and Saints' Bodies:
Mysticism, Corporeality, and Sacred Power in Islam (Islamic Civilization and Muslim Networks). You can
add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because
from book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Celeste Silver:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Sufis and Saints' Bodies: Mysticism,
Corporeality, and Sacred Power in Islam (Islamic Civilization and Muslim Networks) book because book
offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Diane Sanchez:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your short period of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time to be
learn. Sufis and Saints' Bodies: Mysticism, Corporeality, and Sacred Power in Islam (Islamic Civilization
and Muslim Networks) can be your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short spare
time problems.

Clark Abeyta:

You can find this Sufis and Saints' Bodies: Mysticism, Corporeality, and Sacred Power in Islam (Islamic
Civilization and Muslim Networks) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be
your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by
means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era
including now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your own ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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