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Anthropology has long had a vexed relationship with literature, and nowhere has this been more acutely felt
than in France, where most ethnographers, upon returning from the field, write not one book, but two: a
scientific monograph and a literary account. In Far Afield—brought to English-language readers here for the
first time—Vincent Debaene puzzles out this phenomenon, tracing the contours of anthropology and
literature’s mutual fascination and the ground upon which they meet in the works of thinkers from Marcel
Mauss and Georges Bataille to Claude Lévi-Strauss and Roland Barthes.
           
The relationship between anthropology and literature in France is one of careful curiosity. Literary writers
are wary about anthropologists’ scientific austerity but intrigued by the objects they collect and the issues
they raise, while anthropologists claim to be scientists but at the same time are deeply concerned with
writing and representational practices. Debaene elucidates the richness that this curiosity fosters and the
diverse range of writings it has produced, from Proustian memoirs to proto-surrealist diaries. In the end he
offers a fascinating intellectual history, one that is itself located precisely where science and literature meet.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Plum:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Far Afield: French Anthropology
between Science and Literature will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if
you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book
make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for
best book or appropriate book with you?

Larry Turner:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster.
And you have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer
that question mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on
every person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Far Afield: French
Anthropology between Science and Literature to read.

Shirley Hinkle:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the people do it
anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Far Afield: French
Anthropology between Science and Literature, it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon
about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Sherri Ellison:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Far Afield: French Anthropology
between Science and Literature can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you
have thing that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be
one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
know, by knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Far Afield:
French Anthropology between Science and Literature.
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