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It was the sad fate of General John C. Pemberton (1814–1881), a northerner serving in the Confederate army,
to die in disgrace and humiliation. Because he surrendered Vicksburg to General Grant, many Confederates
considered him a traitor. Because he lost this strategic southern port on the Mississippi, Pemberton was
branded as an incompetent.

In this biography, the first to examine Pemberton’s life and career in full scope, Michael B. Ballard credits
Pemberton for military prowess that previous Civil War scholars have denied him. Here his strength is
shown to be in administration, not in the theater of combat. Ballard persuasively argues that if Pemberton’s
abilities had been properly used, he could have made a positive contribution to the Confederate cause.

Ballard focuses upon Pemberton’s theory of command in South Carolina, where his foremost conviction was
the preservation of his army. Pressure from both state officials and the Confederate War Department in
Richmond, however, dictated that he must hold Charleston at all costs. Submitting to his superiors,
Pemberton carried this new philosophy to Mississippi for his next assignment, where his main objective was
to defend Vicksburg, a city whose river defenses blocked Union commerce along the Mississippi River.
Throughout the winter of 1862–63 Pemberton’s forces held off Ulysses S. Grant’s army, but in the spring of
1863 Grant’s complex diversions confused Pemberton and allowed the Union to gain a beachhead on the east
bank of the river and to launch an inland campaign that trapped Confederates in Vicksburg. Remembering
the lesson of Charleston, Pemberton tried to save this river city, but he lost both Vicksburg and his men.

Ballard’s slant on Pemberton’s life, fair and revisionist, must be considered in future assessments, for it
details fateful moments in Pemberton’s career and offers new insights gained from family papers and
manuscripts not previously examined. “I find the author’s arguments to be convincing,” says Civil War
historian Herman Hattaway, “and like him, I am led to a keener appreciation of Pemberton than I ever had
before.”
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From reader reviews:

Marjorie Brown:

Typically the book Pemberton: The General Who Lost Vicksburg will bring you to the new experience of
reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book you just read,
this book very appropriate to you. The book Pemberton: The General Who Lost Vicksburg is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more readily
to read the book.

Mary Williams:

The book with title Pemberton: The General Who Lost Vicksburg has a lot of information that you can find
out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the syndication.
You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Beverly Dyar:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Pemberton: The General
Who Lost Vicksburg, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it?
What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on
its known as reading friends.

Samantha Peay:

This Pemberton: The General Who Lost Vicksburg is fresh way for you who has attention to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Pemberton:
The General Who Lost Vicksburg can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this
specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which is reachable by anyone,
that's why I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy
this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what
you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for
your better life as well as knowledge.
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