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“Thrilling. ...A captivating history of two men who dramatically changed their contemporaries’ view
of the past.” — Kirkus (starred review)

In 1839, rumors of extraordinary yet baffling stone ruins buried within the unmapped jungles of Central
Americareached two of the world’ s most intrepid travelers. Seized by the reports, American diplomat John
Lloyd Stephens and British artist Frederick Catherwood—both already celebrated for their adventuresin
Egypt, the Holy Land, Greece, and Rome—sailed together out of New Y ork Harbor on an expedition into the
forbidding rainforests of present-day Honduras, Guatemala, and Mexico. What they found would upend the
West’ s understanding of human history.

In the tradition of Lost City of Z and In the Kingdom of Ice, former San Francisco Chronicle journalist and
Pulitzer Prize finalist William Carlsen reveals the remarkable story of the discovery of the ancient Maya.
Enduring disease, war, and the torments of nature and terrain, Stephens and Catherwood meticulously
uncovered and documented the remains of an astonishing civilization that had flourished in the Americas at
the same time as classic Greece and Rome—and had been itsrival in art, architecture, and power.

Their masterful book about the experience, written by Stephens and illustrated by Catherwood, became a
sensation, hailed by Edgar Allan Poe as “ perhaps the most interesting book of travel ever published” and
recognized today as the birth of American archaeology. Most important, Stephens and Catherwood were the
first to grasp the significance of the Maya remains, understanding that their antiquity and sophistication
overturned the West' s assumptions about the development of civilization.

By the time of the flowering of classical Greece (400 b.c.), the Mayawere already constructing pyramids and
temples around central plazas. Within afew hundred years the structures took on a monumental scale that
required millions of man-hours of labor, and technical and organizational expertise. Over the next
millennium, dozens of city-states evolved, each governed by powerful lords, some with populations larger
than any city in Europe at the time, and connected by road-like causeways of crushed stone. The Maya
developed a cohesive, unified cosmology, an array of common gods, a creation story, and a shared artistic
and architectural vision. They created stucco and stone monuments and bas reliefs, scul pting figures and
hieroglyphs with refined artistic skill. At their peak, an estimated ten million people occupied the Maya's
heartland on the Y ucatan Peninsula, aregion where only half amillion now live. And yet by the time the
Spanish reached the “New World,” the Maya had all but disappeared; they would remain a mystery for the
next three hundred years.

Today, the tables are turned: the Maya are justly famous, if sometimes misunderstood, while Stephens and
Catherwood have been nearly forgotten. Based on Carlsen’ s rigorous research and his own 2,500-mile
journey throughout the Y ucatan and Central America, Jungle of Stoneis equally athrilling adventure
narrative and a revelatory work of history that corrects our understanding of Stephens, Catherwood, and the
Maya themselves.
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From reader reviews:
Amado Spieker:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have extratime? What did you do? All people has many guestions above. The doctor has to
answer that question due to the fact just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in
each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on jardin de infancia until university need this Jungle of
Stone: The True Story of Two Men, Their Extraordinary Journey, and the Discovery of the Lost Civilization
of the Mayato read.

Denise Rutledge:

This Jungle of Stone: The True Story of Two Men, Their Extraordinary Journey, and the Discovery of the
Lost Civilization of the Maya are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The
explanation of this Jungle of Stone: The True Story of Two Men, Their Extraordinary Journey, and the
Discovery of the Lost Civilization of the Maya can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock
your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Jungle of Stone: The True Story of Two Men,
Their Extraordinary Journey, and the Discovery of the Lost Civilization of the Maya forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful
in your day task. So, let's haveit and revel in reading.

Marie Forrest:

Typically the book Jungle of Stone: The True Story of Two Men, Their Extraordinary Journey, and the
Discovery of the Lost Civilization of the Mayawill bring someone to the new experience of reading some
sort of book. The author style to describe the ideaiis very unique. When you try to find new book to learn,
this book very acceptable to you. The book Jungle of Stone: The True Story of Two Men, Their
Extraordinary Journey, and the Discovery of the Lost Civilization of the Maya is much recommended to you
to study. Y ou can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Barry Bennett:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Jungle of Stone: The True Story of
Two Men, Their Extraordinary Journey, and the Discovery of the Lost Civilization of the Maya publication
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone
who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only
for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt Jungle of Stone: The True Story of Two Men, Their



Extraordinary Journey, and the Discovery of the Lost Civilization of the Maya as good book not merely by
the cover but also with the content. Thisis one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so
do you till needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense
already aerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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