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Historian Carlo Ginzburg uses the occasion of his Menachem Stern Lectureship to present a provocative and
characteristically brilliant examination of the relation between rhetoric and historiography. In four lectures,
based on a wide range of texts -- Aristotle's Poetics; humanist Lorenzo Valla's tract exposing the Donation of
Constantine as a forgery; an early 18th-century Jesuit historical account purporting to record the diatribe of a
Mariana Island native against Spanish rule; and Proust's commentary on Flaubert's style -- he demonstrates
that rhetoric, if properly understood, is related not only to ornament but to historical understanding and truth.

Ginzburg discovers a middle ground between the empiricist or positivist view of history, and the current
postmodern tendency to regard any historical account as just one among an infinity of possible narratives,
distinguished or measured not by the standard of truth, but by rhetorical skill. As a whole, these lectures
stake out a position that both mediates and transcends warring factions in the current historiographical
debate.
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From reader reviews:

William Emmer:

Within other case, little people like to read book History, Rhetoric, and Proof (The Menahem Stern
Jerusalem Lectures). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about
how is important some sort of book History, Rhetoric, and Proof (The Menahem Stern Jerusalem Lectures).
You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from
book you can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's study.

Teresa Brown:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This History, Rhetoric, and Proof (The Menahem Stern
Jerusalem Lectures) can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Diana Brunswick:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but additionally novel and History, Rhetoric, and Proof (The Menahem
Stern Jerusalem Lectures) or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes History, Rhetoric, and Proof (The Menahem Stern Jerusalem Lectures)
to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Margaret Thompson:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real
their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this History, Rhetoric, and Proof (The Menahem Stern Jerusalem Lectures) can
make you truly feel more interested to read.
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