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From Glee to gay marriage, from lesbian senators to out gay Marines, we have undoubtedly experienced a
seismic shift in attitudes about gays in American politics and culture. Our reigning national story is that a
new era of rainbow acceptance is at hand. But dig a bit deeper, and this seemingly brave new gay world is
disappointing. For all of the undeniable changes, the plea for tolerance has sabotaged the full integration of
gays into American life. Same-sex marriage is unrecognized and unpopular in the vast majority of states,
hate crimes proliferate, and even in the much vaunted “gay friendly” world of Hollywood and celebrity
culture, precious few stars are openly gay.
 
In The Tolerance Trap, Suzanna Walters takes on received wisdom about gay identities and gay rights,
arguing that we are not “almost there,” but on the contrary have settled for a watered-down goal of tolerance
and acceptance rather than a robust claim to full civil rights. After all, we tolerate unpleasant realities:
medicine with strong side effects, a long commute, an annoying relative. Drawing on a vast array of sources
and sharing her own personal journey, Walters shows how the low bar of tolerance demeans rather than
ennobles both gays and straights alike. Her fascinating examination covers the gains in political inclusion
and the persistence of anti-gay laws, the easy-out sexual freedom of queer youth and the suicides and
murders of those in decidedly intolerant environments. She challenges both “born that way” storylines that
root civil rights in biology, and “god made me that way” arguments that similarly situate sexuality as innate
and impervious to decisions we make to shape it. A sharp and provocative cultural critique, this book deftly
argues that a too-soon declaration of victory short-circuits full equality and deprives us all of the
transformative possibilities of full integration. Tolerance is not the end goal, but a dead end. In The
Tolerance Trap, Walters presents a complicated snapshot of a world-shifting moment in American
history—one that is both a wake-up call and a call to arms for anyone seeking true equality. 
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From reader reviews:

Frank Craver:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have
spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question because
just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on guardería until university need that The Tolerance Trap: How God, Genes, and Good Intentions
are Sabotaging Gay Equality (Intersections) to read.

Josephine Lowe:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How many
people to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Tolerance Trap: How God,
Genes, and Good Intentions are Sabotaging Gay Equality (Intersections) book because book offers you rich
details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it
you may already know.

Frank Wimmer:

Precisely why? Because this The Tolerance Trap: How God, Genes, and Good Intentions are Sabotaging Gay
Equality (Intersections) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item
but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author
who have write the book in such amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining
method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this
anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such
as help improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I
ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Paula Royce:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific The Tolerance Trap: How God, Genes, and
Good Intentions are Sabotaging Gay Equality (Intersections) can give you a lot of close friends because by
you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting
person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that
possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great people. So , why
hesitate? Let us have The Tolerance Trap: How God, Genes, and Good Intentions are Sabotaging Gay



Equality (Intersections).
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