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"Should appeal to the many feminist critics who have summarily dismissed courtly literature or studied it
only in terms of idealization. . . . Sigal's truly comparative methodology will garner the attention of critics
outside the narrow domain of Occitan/Provençal studies. . . . Long overdue."--William E. Burgwinkle,
University of Hawaii
The alba, or dawn-song, takes its name from the hour at which it is sung. Appearing in southern France
around the middle of the 12th century, the genre presents the parting plaints of adulterous lovers. Such
erotically charged songs blend the lyricism, dramatic power, and poignancy implicit in the lovers' plight. The
alba is the only genre in an emerging vernacular lyric corpus whose focus is reciprocal romantic love.
 Like dawn itself, the alba has two faces. As the sunrise brings an end to the secret lovers' night of passion,
one face joyfully looks back to stolen hours of forbidden love, while the other mourns love's bittersweet
passing.
 Gale Sigal reexamines the role of the female voice as it is commonly viewed in the history of Western lyric.
Among lyric ladies, the alba lady plays a vital role: she dramatizes the female love experience in her own
voice. The traditional image of the silenced and repressed lady of the canso (the "canonical lyric genre") is
overturned by the alba lady's forceful presence and eloquent voice. That voice cries out for a hearing, while
the canso lady's is still.
 The alba is one poetic form in which the ambivalence toward, and mistreatment of, women that appears so
blatant in other medieval literary genres vanishes. This perspective helps us to reassess the significance not
merely of the alba but of the lady's place in the entire lyric enterprise.
 Erotic Dawn-Songs redirects our attention to this lyric lady, who for the first time assumes her rightful place
at the critical center of a lyric continuum in which an array of women are presented from varying points of
view. In the process this book crosses a number of disciplinary borders including comparative literature,
social and literary history, women's studies, and medieval studies.
Gale Sigal is associate professor of English at Wake Forest University. She is the coeditor of Voices in
Translation: The Authority of 'Olde Bookes' in Medieval Literature, Essays in Honor of Helaine Newstead
and the author of articles in The Romanic Review, Medieval Perspectives, Tenso, and other journals.
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From reader reviews:

Jacquelin Vasquez:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Erotic Dawn-Songs of the Middle Ages: Voicing the Lyric Lady book is
readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer
regarding Erotic Dawn-Songs of the Middle Ages: Voicing the Lyric Lady content conveys thinking easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different
such as it. So , do you continue to thinking Erotic Dawn-Songs of the Middle Ages: Voicing the Lyric Lady
is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Janice Pyles:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Erotic Dawn-Songs of the Middle
Ages: Voicing the Lyric Lady, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to
miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand
it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Darrin Russell:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is Erotic Dawn-Songs of the Middle Ages: Voicing the Lyric Lady this
publication consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of
you.

Michael Brown:

You may get this Erotic Dawn-Songs of the Middle Ages: Voicing the Lyric Lady by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to
your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy this
book simply by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is



most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose correct
ways for you.
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