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Celebrated as a trading port, Hong Kong was also Britain's "eastern fortress." Likened by many to Gibraltar
and Malta, the colony was a vital but vulnerable link in imperial strategy, exposed to a succession of enemies
in a turbulent age and a troubled region. This book examines Hong Kong's developing role in the Victorian
imperial defence system, the emerging challenges from Russia, France, the USA, Germany, Japan and other
powers, and preparations in the years leading up to World War II. A detailed chapter offers new
interpretations of the Battle of Hong Kong of 1941, when the colony succumbed to the Japanese invasion.
The remaining chapters discuss Hong Kong's changing strategic role during the Cold War and the winding
down of the military presence. The book focuses on policies and events, but also explores the social life of
the garrison in Hong Kong, the struggles between military and civil authorities, and relations between armed
forces and civilians. Drawing on original research in archives around the world, including English, Japanese,
and Chinese sources, this is the first full-length study of the defence of Hong Kong from the beginning of the
colonial period to the end of British military interests East of Suez in 1970. Illustrated with photographs and
detailed maps, Eastern Fortress will be of interest both to students of history and to the general reader.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra McNulty:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Eastern Fortress: A Military History of Hong
Kong, 1840-1970 is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Geneva Milbourn:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the book untitled Eastern Fortress: A Military History of Hong Kong, 1840-1970 can be excellent
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Martin Duval:

Beside this Eastern Fortress: A Military History of Hong Kong, 1840-1970 in your phone, it could give you a
way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can got
here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune.
It is good thing to have Eastern Fortress: A Military History of Hong Kong, 1840-1970 because this book
offers to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's all
about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in
addition to read it from currently!

Marie Slaughter:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Eastern Fortress: A Military History of Hong Kong,
1840-1970 to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is developing
when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression
about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and examine
it. Beside that the publication Eastern Fortress: A Military History of Hong Kong, 1840-1970 can to be a
newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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