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What does the world admire most about America? Science, technology, higher education, consumer
goods—but not, it seems, freedom and democracy. Indeed, these ideals are in global retreat, for reasons
ranging from ill-conceived foreign policy to the financial crisis and the sophisticated propaganda of modern
authoritarians. Another reason, explored for the first time in this pathbreaking book, is the distorted picture
of freedom and democracy found in America's cultural exports.

In interviews with thoughtful observers in eleven countries, Martha Bayles heard many objections to the
violence and vulgarity pervading today's popular culture. But she also heard a deeper complaint: namely, that
America no longer shares the best of itself. Tracing this change to the end of the Cold War, Bayles shows
how public diplomacy was scaled back, and in-your-face entertainment became America's de facto
ambassador.

This book focuses on the present and recent past, but its perspective is deeply rooted in American history,
culture, religion, and political thought. At its heart is an affirmation of a certain ethos—of hope for human
freedom tempered with prudence about human nature—that is truly the aspect of America most admired by
others. And its author’s purpose is less to find fault than to help chart a positive path for the future.
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From reader reviews:

Romana Linder:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Through a Screen Darkly: Popular
Culture, Public Diplomacy, and America's Image Abroad will make you to always be smarter. You can feel
much more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading
any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have
you searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Louis Gayman:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at
a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Through a Screen Darkly: Popular
Culture, Public Diplomacy, and America's Image Abroad book since this book offers you rich info and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Gordon Frederick:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Through a Screen Darkly: Popular Culture,
Public Diplomacy, and America's Image Abroad as your daily resource information.

Maria Hughes:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this Through a Screen Darkly: Popular Culture, Public Diplomacy, and America's Image Abroad, you may
tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones,
make them reading a guide.
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