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"Wendy Lesser's extraordinary alertness, intelligence, and curiosity have made her one of America's most
significant cultural critics," writes Stephen Greenblatt. In Why I Read, Lesser draws on a lifetime of pleasure
reading and decades of editing one of the most distinguished literary magazines in the country, The
Threepenny Review, to describe her love of literature. As Lesser writes in her prologue, "Reading can result
in boredom or transcendence, rage or enthusiasm, depression or hilarity, empathy or contempt, depending on
who you are and what the book is and how your life is shaping up at the moment you encounter it."

Here the reader will discover a definition of literature that is as broad as it is broad-minded. In addition to
novels and stories, Lesser explores plays, poems, and essays along with mysteries, science fiction, and
memoirs. As she examines these works from such perspectives as "Character and Plot," "Novelty,"
"Grandeur and Intimacy," and "Authority," Why I Read sparks an overwhelming desire to put aside quotidian
tasks in favor of reading. Lesser's passion for this pursuit resonates on every page, whether she is discussing
the book as a physical object or a particular work's influence. "Reading literature is a way of reaching back to
something bigger and older and different," she writes. "It can give you the feeling that you belong to the past
as well as the present, and it can help you realize that your present will someday be someone else's past. This
may be disheartening, but it can also be strangely consoling at times."

A book in the spirit of E. M. Forster's Aspects of the Novel and Elizabeth Hardwick's A View of My Own,
Why I Read is iconoclastic, conversational, and full of insight. It will delight those who are already avid
readers as well as neophytes in search of sheer literary fun.
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From reader reviews:

Heidi Fritz:

The publication with title Why I Read: The Serious Pleasure of Books has lot of information that you can
study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information that
exist in this guide represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to know how
the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new era of the syndication. You can read the e-
book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Tiffany Hassell:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Why I Read: The Serious Pleasure
of Books that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the
world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they react
towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of
you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, it
is possible to pick Why I Read: The Serious Pleasure of Books become your own starter.

Lee Nelson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer may be Why I Read: The Serious Pleasure of Books why because the great cover
that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is
fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Theodore Dubose:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story
and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just seeking the Why I Read: The Serious Pleasure of Books when you desired it?
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