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The Commonwealth Center Sudies in American Culture series presents innovative scholarship in the
multidisciplinary study of American society and culture. Based on a nationally competitive search and
sustained by atwo-year fellowship at the Commonwealth Center for the Study of American Culture at the
College of William and Mary, the series introduces the work of important young scholars and is both
contemporary in approach and enduring in quality.

Starting with the insight that crime and punishment have been among the most persistent and pervasive
themes of American popular culture, this book demonstrates a major shift in their depiction from the colonial
period to the Civil War. Through the systematic study of hundreds of early books, pamphlets, and
broadsides, Cohen traces the declining authority of Puritan ministers and Calvinistic notions of sin and their
replacement by aromantic, pluralistic literary marketplace where new professionals--lawyers, journalists,
and even fiction writers--served as leading cultural arbiters. The book begins with a comprehensive survey of
the entirefield of crime literature in New England during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, focusing
especially on execution sermons, conversion narratives, and criminal autobiographies. It not only explores
the changing arguments of orthodox clergymen but aso shows how the conventions of documentary
reportage that they established gradually undermined their control of the public discourse, as criminals
themselves gained a sometimes defiant literary voice. In the final chapters the focus shifts to two highly
publicized sexual murder cases of the nineteenth century that illustrate new attitudes toward crime and new
patterns of popular literature. Recovering alost culture of legal romanticism--featuring trial reports, romantic
biographies, and fictionalized docudramas--Cohen challenges the conventional assumption that there was a
growing split between law and literature during the antebellum period. To the contrary, he demonstrates how
the motifs of popular fiction even infiltrated the courtroom arguments of prominent criminal lawyers. An
imaginative use of unpublished court records and awide array of popular literary sources revealing insights
into early American society and culture, this fascinating book probes the forgotten origins of our modern
mass media's preoccupation with crime and punishment.
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From reader reviews:
Donald Gullett:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own sparetimeto
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed
Pillars of Salt, Monuments of Grace: New England Crime Literature and the Origins of American Popular
Culture, 1674-1860 (Commonwealth Center Studiesin American Culture)? Maybe it isto be best activity for
you. Y ou understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do
you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Anthony Hubbard:

Book iswritten, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a book. Book has
adifferent type. Asit is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Pillars of Salt, Monuments of Grace: New
England Crime Literature and the Origins of American Popular Culture, 1674-1860 (Commonwealth Center
Studiesin American Culture) will make you to always be smarter. Y ou can feel much more confidence if
you can know about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored.
It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suited book
with you?

Carlos Callahan:

This Pillars of Salt, Monuments of Grace: New England Crime Literature and the Origins of American
Popular Culture, 1674-1860 (Commonwealth Center Studies in American Culture) book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book
will be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an
individual read alot of information you will get. This particular Pillars of Salt, Monuments of Grace: New
England Crime Literature and the Origins of American Popular Culture, 1674-1860 (Commonwealth Center
Studies in American Culture) without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering
and analyzing. Don't always be worry Pillars of Salt, Monuments of Grace: New England Crime Literature
and the Origins of American Popular Culture, 1674-1860 (Commonwealth Center Studiesin American
Culture) can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you
can haveit in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This Pillars of Salt, Monuments of Grace: New England
Crime Literature and the Origins of American Popular Culture, 1674-1860 (Commonwealth Center Studies
in American Culture) having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested
in reading.



Barbara Watson:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get ahalf areas of the book. Y ou can choose the book Pillars of Salt, Monuments of Grace: New England
Crime Literature and the Origins of American Popular Culture, 1674-1860 (Commonwealth Center Studies
in American Culture) to make your reading isinteresting. Y our skill of reading talent is developing when
you such asreading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling
about book and studying especially. It isto be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and read it.
Beside that the publication Pillars of Salt, Monuments of Grace: New England Crime Literature and the
Origins of American Popular Culture, 1674-1860 (Commonwealth Center Studiesin American Culture) can
to be anewly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of
thetime.
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