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Ellen Israel Rosen presents a compelling portrait of married women who work on New England's assembly
lines while they also maintain their homes and marriages. With skill and sympathy, she documents the
reasons these women work; their experiences on the job, in the union, and at home; the sources of their job
satisfaction; and their management of the "double day." The major issue for this segment of the labor force,
Rosen suggests, is not whether to work, but the availability and quality of jobs. Rosen argues that
deindustrialization—plant closings and job displacement—confronts blue-collar women factory workers
with a "bitter choice" between work at lower and lower wages or no work at all.

Drawing on quantitative and qualitative data from interviews with more than two hundred such women
factory workers, Rosen traces the ways in which women who do "unskilled" factory work have gained in
self-esteem as well as financial stability from holding paid jobs. Throughout, Rosen explores the relationship
between public work experiences and private family life. She analyzes the dynamics of two-paycheck,
working class families, clarifies relationships between class and gender, and explores the impact of
patriarchy and capitalism on working class women. At the same time Rosen places women's job loss within
the broader economic context of global industrial transformations, demonstrating how international capital
shifts to cheaper labor in developing countries, as well as technological progress, are changing the shape of
the entire American labor force and are beginning to undermine the material and symbolic gains of the
American female factory worker, the promise of market equality, and progressive working conditions.

"This book is a significant contribution to our understanding of women's work and family lives, but it is also
a valuable look at the consequences of deindustrialization in America for workers, their families, and their
communities."—Myra Marx Ferree, American Journal of Sociology
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Steele:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Bitter Choices: Blue-
Collar Women in and out of Work (Women in Culture and Society) book because this book offers you rich
details and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you
know.

Timothy Holeman:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
e-book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Bitter Choices: Blue-
Collar Women in and out of Work (Women in Culture and Society) is kind of book which is giving the
reader capricious experience.

Frank Foushee:

You may get this Bitter Choices: Blue-Collar Women in and out of Work (Women in Culture and Society)
by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you
get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or printed
but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking of your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Nicole Powell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims Bitter Choices: Blue-Collar
Women in and out of Work (Women in Culture and Society).
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