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One of the most critically acclaimed yet least recognized contemporary writers, African American author
John Edgar Wideman creates work often described as difficult, even unfathomable. In Writing Blackness,
James Coleman examines Wideman's prolific body of work with the goal of making his often elusive
imagery and dense style more accessible and thus broadening his readership.

More so than for most writers, Coleman shows, Wideman's life has affected his writing. Born in 1941,
Wideman grew up in a Pittsburgh suburb where he attended an integrated high school, starred on the
basketball team, and was senior class president and valedictorian. At the University of Pennsylvania he
studied creative writing and became an all--Ivy League basketball player. Winning a Rhodes scholarship, he
studied at Oxford, after which he returned to Penn and became its first black tenured professor. Wideman
published his first novel, A Glance Away, at age twenty-six and by 1973 had published two more works of
fiction.

But for all this success, something began to wear on him. In 1973, his grandmother died, and after listening
to family stories when he traveled home for the funeral, Wideman began to change his world view. Between
1973 and 1981 Wideman published nothing and immersed himself in African American culture, reading
widely and -- even more important -- moving much closer to his family. Since 1981, Wideman has refocused
his life and writing on blackness and published twelve experimental works, all very different from his earlier
books.

Coleman examines nearly all of Wideman's work, from A Glance Away (1967) to Fanon (2008). He shows
how Wideman has developed a unique style that combines elements of fiction, biography, memoir, history,
legend, folklore, waking life, and dream in innovative ways in an effort to grasp the meaning of blackness --
an effort that makes his writing challenging but that holds more than ample rewards for the perceptive
reader.

In Writing Blackness, Coleman demonstrates why Wideman ranks among the best of contemporary
American writers.
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From reader reviews:

Phillip Chadwick:

This Writing Blackness: John Edgar Wideman's Art and Experimentation book is not really ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is information
inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This kind of Writing Blackness: John Edgar Wideman's Art and Experimentation
without we recognize teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't
become worry Writing Blackness: John Edgar Wideman's Art and Experimentation can bring whenever you
are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely
laptop even phone. This Writing Blackness: John Edgar Wideman's Art and Experimentation having fine
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Dena Ramirez:

The book Writing Blackness: John Edgar Wideman's Art and Experimentation has a lot details on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the
point easily after reading this book.

Jack Morgan:

The book untitled Writing Blackness: John Edgar Wideman's Art and Experimentation contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very clear
and understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored
by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a
nice learn.

David Baker:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. With
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
Writing Blackness: John Edgar Wideman's Art and Experimentation when you necessary it?
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