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This highly acclaimed book brings the cumulative results of a century and a half of kinship studies in
anthropology into the focus of current debates on the origin of modern humans in Africa and on an entangled
bit of human evolutionary history commonly subsumed under the heading of the "peopling of the Americas."
This erudite study is based on a database of some 2,500 kinship vocabularies representing roughly 600
African languages, 140 Australian languages, 500 Austronesian languages, 200 Papuan languages, 350
languages of Eurasia (excluding Indo-Europeans), 440 North and Middle American Indian languages, and
200 South American languages. This valuable reference will take the reader to the dawn of kinship studies in
the 19th century Western science in order to elicit the wider context of anthropological interest in kinship
systems and the interdisciplinary salience of the phenomenon of kinship. The book also examines the
founder of kinship studies in anthropology, American lawyer and Iroquois ethnographer, Lewis Henry
Morgan, and the circumstances of his life that generated his interest in human kinship. The study ventures
into the intricacies of scientific and quasi-scientific debates in the 19th century, and treats 19th century
science as embedded in a myth featuring divinity, humanity and animality as principal characters. This
account is divided into four sections, each of which is structured as a triad (philosophy, psychology and
physiology; logic, semiotics and reproduction; religion, hermeneutics and evolution; law, grammar and
speech). This far-reaching historical journey aims at formulating an idea of what human kinship might be all
about, especially in the light of the widespread uncertainties about this question caused by the constructivist
turn in anthropology. Eventually our ideas regarding human origins, ancient population dispersals and the
homeland of modern humans are inextricably linked to our ideas about kinship. As a book that brings
together evolutionary and sociocultural anthropology, The Genius of Kinship will be a critical addition for
all Anthropology collections.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Maxfield:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Genius of Kinship: The
Phenomenon of Kinship and the Global Diversity of Kinship Terminologies, Student Edition. All type of
book can you see on many sources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Tony Reed:

Here thing why this specific The Genius of Kinship: The Phenomenon of Kinship and the Global Diversity
of Kinship Terminologies, Student Edition are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading through
a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not.
The Genius of Kinship: The Phenomenon of Kinship and the Global Diversity of Kinship Terminologies,
Student Edition giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any guide out there but there
is no publication that similar with The Genius of Kinship: The Phenomenon of Kinship and the Global
Diversity of Kinship Terminologies, Student Edition. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your
own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around
you. You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be
having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Genius of Kinship: The
Phenomenon of Kinship and the Global Diversity of Kinship Terminologies, Student Edition in e-book can
be your alternate.

Jesica Simon:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name The Genius of
Kinship: The Phenomenon of Kinship and the Global Diversity of Kinship Terminologies, Student Edition
suitable to you? The particular book was written by popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled The
Genius of Kinship: The Phenomenon of Kinship and the Global Diversity of Kinship Terminologies, Student
Editionis the main of several books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the
world. When you read this guide you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The author explained
their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this reserve. This
book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of
the world on this book.

Karin Decker:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from



the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the reserve untitled The Genius of Kinship: The Phenomenon of Kinship and the Global
Diversity of Kinship Terminologies, Student Edition can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity
to you.
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