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The fascinating story of one of the twentieth-century's most influential and dangerously addictive
ideas, told through the lives of those who invented it.

The world’s principal measure of the health of economies is gross domestic product, or GDP: the sum of
what all of us spend every day, from the contents of our weekly shopping to large capital spending by
businesses. GDP also includes the myriad things that our governments pay for, from libraries and road-line
painting to naval dockyards and nuclear weapons.

The Great Invention reveals how in just a few decades GDP became the world’s most powerful formula: how
six algebraic symbols forged in the fires of the 1930's economic crisis helped Europe and America prosper,
how the remedy now risks killing the patient it once saved, and how this fundamentally flawed metric is
creating the illusion of global prosperity?and why many world leaders want to be able to ignore it but so far
remain powerless to do so.

Drawing on interviews, firsthand accounts, and previously neglected source materials, The Great
Invention takes readers on a journey from Capitol Hill to Whitehall?on the trail of theories made in
Cambridge, tested in Karachi, and designed for global application?into the minds of unworldly geniuses
seduced by the allure of power and the demands of politics.
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From reader reviews:

Glen Thomas:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called The Great
Invention: The Story of GDP and the Making and Unmaking of the Modern World? Maybe it is being best
activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than
before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Gerald Rountree:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide The Great Invention: The Story of GDP
and the Making and Unmaking of the Modern World will make you to be smarter. You can feel more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book
make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best
book or suited book with you?

Joseph Chitwood:

Beside this specific The Great Invention: The Story of GDP and the Making and Unmaking of the Modern
World in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information
and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an
previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Great Invention: The Story of GDP
and the Making and Unmaking of the Modern World because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that
won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just
like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read
it from now!

Edward Davidson:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to
do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in
the top list in your reading list is definitely The Great Invention: The Story of GDP and the Making and
Unmaking of the Modern World. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you
closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many
advantages.
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