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Joe Mackall has lived surrounded by the Swartzentruber Amish community of Ashland County, Ohio, for
over sixteen years. They are the most traditional and insular of all the Amish sects: the Swartzentrubers live
without gas, electricity, or indoor plumbing; without lights on their buggies or cushioned chairsin their
homes; and without rumspringa, the recently popularized "running-around time" that some Amish sects
allow their sixteen-year-olds.

Over the years, Mackall has developed a steady relationship with the Shetler family (Samuel and Mary, their
nine children, and their extended family). Plain Secrets tells the Shetlers' story over these years, using their
livesto paint a portrait of Swartzentruber Amish life and mores. During this time, Samuel's nephew Jonas
finally rejects the strictures of the Amish way of life for good, after two failed attemptsto leave, and his
bright young daughter reaches the end of school for Amish children: the eighth grade. But Plain Secretsis
also the story of the unusual friendship between Samuel and Joe. Samuel is quietly bemused—and, one
suspects, secretly delighted—at Joe's ignorance of crops and planting, carpentry and cattle. He knows Joeis
planning to write a book about the family, and yet he allows him a glimpse of the tensionsinside this
intensely private community.

These and other stories from the life of the family reveal the larger questions posed by the Amish way of life.
If the continued existence of the Amish in the midst of modern society asks us to consider the appeal of
traditional, highly restrictive, and gendered religious communities, it also asks how we romanticize or
condemn these communities—and why. Mackall's attempt to parse these questions—to write as honestly as
possible about what he has seen of Amish life—tests his relationship with Samuel and reveals the limits of a
friendship between "English" and Amish.
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From reader reviews:
Byron Sierra:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for people. The book Plain Secrets: An Outsider among the Amish
seemed to be making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It
is quite advantages for you. The publication Plain Secrets: An Outsider among the Amish is not only giving
you much more new information but also to get your friend when you experience bored. Y ou can spend your
own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book Plain Secrets: An
Outsider among the Amish. Y ou never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Amanda Moberly:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are alot of reasons why people like it. First reading areserve will give you alot of
new details. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share
the information as well astheir idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Plain
Secrets: An Outsider among the Amish, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about
yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Laquita Horton:

This Plain Secrets: An Outsider among the Amish is great reserve for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every minute.
This particular book reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences
inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole datain it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with
straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Plain
Secrets: An Outsider among the Amish in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, factsin it is not
ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right
but this e-book already do that. So , thisreally is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you
still doubt that?

Tammie Jackson:

As acollege student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or
real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. Aswe
know that on thistime, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach



Chinese's country. Therefore , this Plain Secrets: An Outsider among the Amish can make you really feel
more interested to read.
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