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"The magnificence of Hold It 'Til It Hurts is not only in the prose and the story but also in the book's great
big beating heart. These complex and compelling characters and the wizardry of Johnson's storytelling will
dazzle and move you from first page to last. Novels don't teach us how to live but Hold It 'Til It Hurts will
make you hush and wonder."—Anthony Swofford, author of Jarhead

"This rich and sophisticated first novel brings together pleasures rarely found in one book: Hold It 'Til It
Hurts is a novel about war that goes in search of passionate love, a dreamy thriller, a sprawling mystery, a
classical quest for a lost brother in which the shadowy quarry is clearly the seeker’s own self, and a
meditation on family and racial identity that makes its forerunners in American fiction look innocent by
comparison."—Jaimy Gordon, National Book Award winner for Lord of Misrule

When Achilles Conroy and his brother Troy return from a tour of duty in Afghanistan, their white mother
presents them with the key to their past: envelopes containing details about their respective birth parents.
After Troy disappears, Achilles—always his brother’s keeper—embarks on a harrowing journey in search of
Troy, an experience that will change him forever.

Heartbreaking, intimate, and at times disturbing, Hold It ’Til It Hurts is a modern-day odyssey through war,
adventure, disaster, and love, and explores how people who do not define themselves by race make sense of
a world that does.

T. Geronimo Johnson was born in New Orleans, Louisiana. His fiction and poetry have appeared in Best
New American Voices, Indiana Review, Los Angeles Review of Books, and Illuminations, among others. A
graduate of the Iowa Writers' Workshop and a former Stegner Fellow at Stanford University, Johnson
teaches writing at the University of California-Berkeley. Hold It 'Til It Hurts is his first book.
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From reader reviews:

Ismael Roop:

The book Hold It 'Til It Hurts can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just
why must we leave the best thing like a book Hold It 'Til It Hurts? Wide variety you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book Hold It 'Til It Hurts has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Anthony Brown:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book.
Reading a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Hold It 'Til It Hurts book as
this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees
there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Francisco London:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the guide untitled Hold It 'Til It Hurts can be good book to read. May be it may be
best activity to you.

Mary Gobeil:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Hold It 'Til It Hurts why because the excellent
cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to
pick up this book.
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