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China has transfixed the West since the earliest contacts between these civilizations. Now Jonathan Spence,
our foremost historian of Chinese politics and culture, tells us, in his elegant new book, how the West has
understood China over seven centuries. Ranging from Marco Polo's own depiction of China and the mighty
Kublai in the 1270s to the China sightings of three twentieth-century writers of acknowledged genius --
Kafka, Borges, and Calvino -- Spence explores Western thought on China through a remarkable array of
expression. Peopling Spence's account are Iberian adventurers, Jesuit missionaries, Enlightenment
synthesizers, spinners of the dreamy cult of Chinoiserie, American observers such as Bret Harte and Mark
Twain, and diplomats from Lord Macartney to Henry Kissinger. Their visions, alternately coarse and subtle,
generous and vicious, outline the West's image as readily as they do China's.China has commanded the
attention of the West for seven centuries, and here Spence once again compels our attention with his new
history of China's presence in Western minds.
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From reader reviews:

June Edwards:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book entitled The Chan's Great Continent,
China in Western Minds? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your
time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have
additional opinion?

Ira Knudsen:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for people. The book The Chan's Great Continent, China in Western Minds was
making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter
what advantages for you. The reserve The Chan's Great Continent, China in Western Minds is not only
giving you a lot more new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend
your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book The Chan's Great Continent,
China in Western Minds. You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Anita Winn:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read
one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the The Chan's Great Continent,
China in Western Minds is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Sarah McClain:

The guide untitled The Chan's Great Continent, China in Western Minds is the guide that recommended to
you to learn. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you. The language that
publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also
could get the e-book of The Chan's Great Continent, China in Western Minds from the publisher to make
you considerably more enjoy free time.
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