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In Shapes of American Ballet: Teachers and Training before Balanchine, Jessica Zeller introduces the first
few decades of the twentieth century as an often overlooked, yet critical period for ballet's growth in
America. While George Balanchine is often considered the sole creator of American ballet, numerous
European and Russian émigrés had been working for decades to build a national ballet with an American
identity. These pedagogues and others like them played critical yet largely unacknowledged rolesin
American ballet's development. Despite their prestigious ballet pedigrees, the dance field's exhaustive focus
on Balanchine has led to the neglect of their work during the first few decades of the century, and in this
light, this book offers a new perspective on American ballet during the period immediately prior to
Balanchine's arrival. Zdller uses hundreds of rare archival documents to illuminate the pedagogies of severa
significant European and Russian teachers who worked in New Y ork City. Bringing these contributions into
the broader history of American ballet recasts American ballet's identity as diverse-comprised of humerous
Euro-Russian and American elements, as opposed to the work of one individual.

This new account of early twentieth century American ballet is situated against a bustling New Y ork City
backdrop, where mass immigration through Ellis Island brought the ballet from European and Russian opera
houses into contact with a variety of American forms and sensibilities. Ballet from celebrated Euro-Russian
lineages was performed in vaudeville and blended with American popular dance styles, and it devel oped new
characteristics as it responded to the American economy. Shapes of American Ballet delvesinto ballet's
struggle to define itself during thisrich early twentieth century period, and it sheds new light on ballet's
development of an American identity before Balanchine.
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From reader reviews:
John Olive;

Often the book Shapes of American Ballet: Teachers and Training before Balanchine has alot of information
on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of profit. The book was published by the very famous
author. The author makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the
point easily after looking over this book.

Larry Mason:

Shapes of American Ballet: Teachers and Training before Balanchine can be one of your beginner books that
are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The writer giving his’her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Shapes
of American Ballet: Teachers and Training before Balanchine yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the
reader the hottest and al so based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Karen Saldivar:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yoursdlf in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as
in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Shapes of American Ballet: Teachers and Training
before Balanchine why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint
aperson. Theinside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading sixth sense
will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Theresa Braun:

With this erawhich is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become one of it? It isjust simple approach to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess alook at some books. On the list of booksin the
top record in your reading list is usually Shapes of American Ballet: Teachers and Training before
Balanchine. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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