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In her critical biography of Anna Seward (1742-1809), Teresa Barnard examines the poet's unpublished
|etters and manuscripts, providing a fresh perspective on Seward's life and historical milieu that restores and
problematizes Seward's carefully constructed narrative of her life.

Of the poet Anna Seward, it may be said with some veracity that hers was an epistolary life. What is known
of Seward comes from six volumes of her letters and from juvenile letters that prefaced her books of poetry,
all published posthumously. That Seward intended her correspondence to serve as her autobiography is clear,
but she could not have anticipated that the letters she intended for publication would be drastically edited and
censored by her literary editor, Walter Scott, and by her publisher, Archibald Constable. Stripped of their
vitality and much of their significance, the published letters omit telling tales of the intricacies of the
marriage market and Seward's own battles against gender inequality in the educational and workplace
spheres. Seward's correspondents included Erasmus Darwin, William Hayley, Helen Maria Williams, and
Robert Southey, and her letters are packed with stories and anecdotes about her friends' lives and characters,
what they looked like, and how they lived. Particularly compelling is Barnard's discussion of Seward's
astonishing last will and testament, a twenty-page document that summarizes her life, achievements, and
self-definition as awriting woman. Barnard's biography not only challenges what is known about Seward,
but provides new information about the lives and times of eighteenth-century writers.
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From reader reviews:
Percy Brown:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Anna Seward: A Constructed Life: A Critical Biography: 5.
Y ou can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how isimportant a new
book Anna Seward: A Constructed Life: A Critical Biography: 5. Y ou can add knowledge and of course you
can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to
know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou need to use
it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

AnnaVinci:

Book is usualy written, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. Asit is known to us that book is important point to bring us around
the world. Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Anna Seward: A Constructed
Life: A Critical Biography: 5 will make you to be smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more confidenceif you
can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is
not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
appropriate book with you?

Marsha Cox:

As people who livein typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is agood choice in your case but the problems coming
to aperson isyou don't know what type you should start with. This Anna Seward: A Constructed Life: A
Critical Biography: 5 is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Ruby Martinez:

Y ou may spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Anna Seward: A Constructed Life:
A Critical Biography: 5 issimple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also
soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make
you easier to read it. Y ou can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are alot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.
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