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While the seventy-seven-day siege of Khe Sanh in early 1968 remains one of the most highly publicized
clashes of the Vietnam War, scant attention has been paid to the first battle of Khe Sanh, also known as “the
Hill Fights.” Although this harrowing combat in the spring of 1967 provided a grisly preview of the carnage
to come at Khe Sanh, few are aware of the significance of the battles, or even their existence. For more than
thirty years, virtually the only people who knew about the Hill Fights were the Marines who fought them.
Now, for the first time, the full story has been pieced together by acclaimed Vietnam War historian Edward
F. Murphy, whose definitive analysis admirably fills this significant gap in Vietnam War literature. Based on
first-hand interviews and documentary research, Murphy’s deeply informed narrative history is the only
complete account of the battles, their origins, and their aftermath.

The Marines at the isolated Khe Sanh Combat Base were tasked with monitoring the strategically vital Ho
Chi Minh trail as it wound through the jungles in nearby Laos. Dominated by high hills on all sides, the
combat base had to be screened on foot by the Marine infantrymen while crack, battle-hardened NVA units
roamed at will through the high grass and set up elaborate defenses on steep, sun-baked overlooks.

Murphy traces the bitter account of the U.S. Marines at Khe Sanh from the outset in 1966, revealing
misguided decisions and strategies from above, and capturing the chain of hill battles in stark detail. But the
Marines themselves supply the real grist of the story; it is their recollections that vividly re-create the
atmosphere of desperation, bravery, and relentless horror that characterized their combat. Often outnumbered
and outgunned by a hidden enemy—and with buddies lying dead or wounded beside them—these brave
young Americans fought on.

The story of the Marines at Khe Sanh in early 1967 is a microcosm of the Corps’s entire Vietnam War and
goes a long way toward explaining why their casualties in Vietnam exceeded, on a Marine-in-combat basis,
even the tremendous losses the Leathernecks sustained during their ferocious Pacific island battles of World
War II.

The Hill Fights is a damning indictment of those responsible for the lives of these heroic Marines.
Ultimately, the high command failed them, their tactics failed them, and their rifles failed them. Only the
Marines themselves did not fail. Under fire, trapped in a hell of sudden death meted out by unseen enemies,
they fought impossible odds with awesome courage and uncommon valor.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

James Sellers:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What
did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the fact just their
can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this The Hill Fights: The First Battle of Khe Sanh to read.

David Unruh:

The reserve untitled The Hill Fights: The First Battle of Khe Sanh is the book that recommended to you you
just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person. The language that
creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of investigation
when write the book, hence the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also
will get the e-book of The Hill Fights: The First Battle of Khe Sanh from the publisher to make you much
more enjoy free time.

Stewart Ramirez:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled The Hill Fights: The First Battle of Khe Sanh the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each
word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get
previous to. The The Hill Fights: The First Battle of Khe Sanh giving you yet another experience more than
blown away the mind but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us teach
you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining
it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Lowell Decoteau:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book The Hill Fights: The First Battle of Khe Sanh was vibrant
and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Hill Fights: The First Battle of Khe Sanh has
many kinds or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can
read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored,
any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading
this.
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