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Heavenly Merchandize offers a critical reexamination of religion's role in the creation of a market economy
in early America. Focusing on the economic culture of New England, it views commerce through the eyes of
four generations of Boston merchants, drawing upon their personal letters, diaries, business records, and
sermon notes to reveal how merchants built a modern form of exchange out of profound transitions in the
puritan understanding of discipline, providence, and the meaning of New England.

Mark Valeri traces the careers of men like Robert Keayne, a London immigrant punished by his church for
aggressive business practices; John Hull, a silversmith-turned-trader who helped to establish commercial
networks in the West Indies; and Hugh Hall, one of New England's first slave traders. He explores how
Boston ministers reconstituted their moral languages over the course of a century, from a scriptural discourse
against many market practices to a providential worldview that justified England's commercial hegemony
and legitimated the market as a divine construct. Valeri moves beyond simplistic readings that reduce
commercial activity to secular mind-sets, and refutes the popular notion of an inherent affinity between
puritanism and capitalism. He shows how changing ideas about what it meant to be pious and puritan
informed the business practices of Boston's merchants, who filled their private notebooks with meditations
on scripture and the natural order, founded and led churches, and inscribed spiritual reflections in their letters
and diaries.

Unprecedented in scope and rich with insights, Heavenly Merchandize illuminates the history behind the
continuing American dilemma over morality and the marketplace.
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From reader reviews:

Margarita Toman:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Heavenly Merchandize: How Religion Shaped Commerce in Puritan America your thoughts will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can
become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one form
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get previous to. The Heavenly Merchandize: How
Religion Shaped Commerce in Puritan America giving you one more experience more than blown away your
mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the
relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Paul Greenblatt:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for you is Heavenly Merchandize: How Religion Shaped Commerce in Puritan America this
reserve consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book
suited all of you.

Jean Gaskin:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just laying
on the bed? Do you need something new? This Heavenly Merchandize: How Religion Shaped Commerce in
Puritan America can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have
than the others?

Monica Philson:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the Heavenly Merchandize: How Religion Shaped Commerce in Puritan America when you needed



it?
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