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Guillaume Caoursin, the Vice-chancellor of the Order of the Hospital, wrote the Obsidionis Rhodiae urbis
descriptio (Description of the Siege of Rhodes) as the official record of the Ottoman siege of the Knightsin
Rhodes in 1480. The Descriptio was the first authorized account of the Order's activities to appear in printed
form, and it became one of the best sellers of the 15th century. The publication of the Descriptio not only fed
Western Europe's hunger for news about an important Christian victory in the ongoing war with the Turks, it
also served to shape public perceptions of the Hospitallers. Caoursin wrote in a humanistic style, sacrificing
military terminology to appeal to an educated audience; within afew years, however, his Latin text became
the basis for vernacular versions, which also circulated widely. Modern historians recognize the
contributions that the Ottoman siege of Rhodes in 1480 made in the development of military technology,
particularly the science of fortifications. This book is the first complete modern Latin edition with an English
tranglation of the Descriptio obsidionis Rhodiae. Two other published eyewitness accounts, Pierre
D'Aubusson’s Relatio obsidionis Rhodie and Jacomo Curte's De urbis Rhodiae obsidione a. 1480 a Turcis
tentata, also appear in modern Latin edition and English trandlation. This book also includes John Kay's
Description of the Siege of Rhodes and an English translation of Ademar Dupuis Le siA ge de Rhodes. The
lengthy introductory chapters by Theresa Vann place the Ottoman siege of Rhodes in 1480 within the
context of Mehmed I1's expansion in the Eastern Mediterranean after he captured Constantinople in 1453.
They then examine the development of an official message, or propaganda, as an essential tool for the
Hospitallers to raise money in Europe to defend Rhodes, a process that is traced through the chancery's
official communications describing the aftermath of Constantinople and the Ottoman capture of Negroponte
in 1470. The publication of the Descriptio marked a new departure for the Hospitaller chancery, giving
Caoursin's words a wider audience and providing material for large-scale fundraising.
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From reader reviews:
Linnie Martinez;

Book isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
Asitisknown to us that book is very important usually. The book Hospitaller Piety and Crusader
Propaganda: Guillaume Caoursin's Description of the Ottoman Siege of Rhodes, 1480 ended up being
making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It isvery
advantages for you. The guide Hospitaller Piety and Crusader Propaganda: Guillaume Caoursin's Description
of the Ottoman Siege of Rhodes, 1480 is not only giving you more new information but also being your
friend when you experience bored. Y ou can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship with all the book Hospitaller Piety and Crusader Propaganda: Guillaume Caoursin's Description
of the Ottoman Siege of Rhodes, 1480. Y ou never experience lose out for everything in the event you read
some books.

Colleen Nguyen:

This Hospitaller Piety and Crusader Propaganda: Guillaume Caoursin's Description of the Ottoman Siege of
Rhodes, 1480 book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you
will get by reading this book is actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info
which is getting deeper an individual read alot of information you will get. This particular Hospitaller Piety
and Crusader Propaganda: Guillaume Caoursin's Description of the Ottoman Siege of Rhodes, 1480 without
we recogni ze teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become
worry Hospitaller Piety and Crusader Propaganda: Guillaume Caoursin's Description of the Ottoman Siege
of Rhodes, 1480 can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves become full because
you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This Hospitaller Piety and Crusader Propaganda:
Guillaume Caoursin's Description of the Ottoman Siege of Rhodes, 1480 having good arrangement in word
and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Mary Mohammad:

The book untitled Hospitaller Piety and Crusader Propaganda: Guillaume Caoursin's Description of the
Ottoman Siege of Rhodes, 1480 is the guide that recommended to you to study. Y ou can see the quality of
the reserve content that will be shown to you. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The writer was did alot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that
they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. Y ou aso might get the e-book of Hospitaller Piety
and Crusader Propaganda: Guillaume Caoursin's Description of the Ottoman Siege of Rhodes, 1480 from the
publisher to make you alot more enjoy free time.

John Martindale:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family



members or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's ook different you can
read abook. It isreally fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24 hours aday to
reading a book. The book Hospitaller Piety and Crusader Propaganda: Guillaume Caoursin's Description of
the Ottoman Siege of Rhodes, 1480 it is very good to read. There are alot of people who recommended this
book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this
book you can buy the e-book. Y ou can mOore quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The priceis
not to cover but this book offers high quality.
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