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Work in philosophy of religion is still strongly marked by an excessive focus on Christianity and, to a lesser
extent, Judaism -- almost to the exclusion of other religious traditions. Moreover, in many cases it has been
confined to a narrow set of intellectual problems, without embedding these in their larger social, historical,
and practical contexts. Why Philosophy Matters for the Study of Religion--and Vice Versa addresses this
situation through a series of interventions intended to work against the gap that exists between much
scholarship in philosophy of religion and important recent developments that speak to religious studies as a
whole.

This volume takes up what, in recent years, has often been seen as a fundamental reason for excluding
religious ethics and philosophy of religion from religious studies: their explicit normativity. Against this
presupposition, Thomas A. Lewis argues that normativity is pervasive--not unique to ethics and philosophy
of religion--and therefore not a reason to exclude them from religious studies. Lewis bridges more
philosophical and historical subfields by arguing for the importance of history to the philosophy of religion.
He considers the future of religious ethics, explaining that the field as a whole should learn from the
methodological developments associated with recent work in comparative religious ethics and "comparative
religious ethics" should no longer be conceived as a distinct subfield. The concluding chapter engages
broader, post-9/11 arguments about the importance of studying religion arguing, that prominent
contemporary notions of "religious literacy" actually hinder our ability to grasp religion's significance and
impact in the world today.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Grant:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Why Philosophy Matters for
the Study of Religion--and Vice Versa is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Michael Durkin:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with
their family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the book untitled Why Philosophy Matters for the Study of Religion--and Vice Versa can be
very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Mike Huey:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as
in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Why Philosophy Matters for the Study of
Religion--and Vice Versa why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will
not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Jon Fuselier:

This Why Philosophy Matters for the Study of Religion--and Vice Versa is great e-book for you because the
content that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give
you straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Why
Philosophy Matters for the Study of Religion--and Vice Versa in your hand like getting the world in your
arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen
tiny right but this book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do
you still doubt this?
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