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The concept of the soul in Platonic, Ciceronian, and Talmudic thought segues into the Celtic tradition,
Thomas Aquinas, and Maeterlinck and threads its way through the tapestry of Proust’s narrative and his
principal characters. Bette H. Lustig uses a hermeneutic approach to the Proust texts, which are cited in
French, and provides the analyses of the texts in English. Themes treating the soul include metempsychosis
(transmigration), imprisonment and deliverance, eroticism and sadism, homophilia and misogyny, and time
and memory. Moreover, the Celtic tradition is evident in the metempsychosis of souls to plants, animals, and
inanimate objects, and their yearning to be delivered through a random encounter.
Homophilia and misogyny are pendant themes. The strong preference for male company is articulated
through gestures and choices by both author and characters. In Proust, homophilia leads to misogyny:
disparaging, controlling, even abusive attitudes toward the souls of women, which are demonized and
imprisoned. Their souls, provisionally free in sleep, do not reach total deliverance until death. The ecstasy of
Platonic mystical union is shown only between two males.
The soul of time travels at its own pace: by urgency, by seemingly slow passage, in narrative interruption or
digression, chronological inversion, and in privileged moments. The soul of memory is present in odors or
fragrances. Like Aquinas’s substratum soul, it connects past and present. Its enemy is forgetfulness. Time
and memory are also correlated in collective memory. Presented in a clear, lively style, this book would be
excellent in courses on Proust, French literature, religion, philosophy, psychology, and sociology.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Laflamme:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important normally. The book The Concept of the Soul in Marcel Proust
(Currents in Comparative Romance Languages and Literatures) has been making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book The
Concept of the Soul in Marcel Proust (Currents in Comparative Romance Languages and Literatures) is not
only giving you more new information but also to get your friend when you experience bored. You can
spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship using the book The Concept of the
Soul in Marcel Proust (Currents in Comparative Romance Languages and Literatures). You never really feel
lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Jimmy Dietz:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they
write about the knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world
always try to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their
book. One of them is this The Concept of the Soul in Marcel Proust (Currents in Comparative Romance
Languages and Literatures).

Katrina Roberts:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Concept of the Soul in Marcel Proust
(Currents in Comparative Romance Languages and Literatures) e-book written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with
good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
skepticism The Concept of the Soul in Marcel Proust (Currents in Comparative Romance Languages and
Literatures) as good book not merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can
break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh
come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth
sense.

Herbert Oakley:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book



has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The The Concept of the Soul
in Marcel Proust (Currents in Comparative Romance Languages and Literatures) will give you new
experience in reading through a book.
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