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Aleksey Peshkov overcame indigence, violence, and suicidal despair to become Maksim Gorky, one of the
most widely read and influential writers of the twentieth century. Childhood, the first book in Gorky's
acclaimed autobiographical trilogy, depicts his early years, when after his father's death he was taken to live
in the home of his maternal grandfather, a violent and vindictive man who both provided the child with a
rudimentary education and subjected him to savage beatings.

With remarkable freshness and candor, Gorky immerses his reader in a young child's world, recreating in
dynamic prose a boy's bewilderment at the senseless cruelty that surrounds him, his solace in the quiet
beauty of the natural world, and his often funny, guileless observations of the many vivid characters who
enter his early life. At the center of this story stands Gorky's grandmother, Akulina Kashirina, one of Russian
literature's most remarkable heroines. Her tender love for her grandson serves as a vital antidote to the
brutality that threatens to consume him. Her buoyant faith in a merciful, loving, but limited God provides the
young Gorky with a life-affirming alternative to the vengeful, omniscient deity his grandfather worships
ardently.

Although often unsettling in its portrayal of the poverty and ignorance that gripped nineteenth-century
Russia, Childhood is ultimately a heartening account of a young boy's formative struggle to overcome the
limitations of a decaying and corrupt society, and the remarkable old woman who enabled him to succeed
and instilled in him an abiding, fierce compassion for Russia's destitute and defenseless. Childhood is freshly
and beautifully translated by Graham Hettlinger, lauded for his translations of Ivan Bunin.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Deal:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Childhood: An English Translation. You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of
book Childhood: An English Translation. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by
way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you
are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-
book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Elizabeth Brown:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This Childhood: An English Translation book is readable simply by you who hate the
straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience
without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of Childhood: An
English Translation content conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the content material but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking
Childhood: An English Translation is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Issac Molina:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the
entire day to reading a guide. The book Childhood: An English Translation it doesn't matter what good to
read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore
quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high
quality.

Edward Grimes:

You could spend your free time to study this book this book. This Childhood: An English Translation is
simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much
space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can
save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.
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