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**"Kirkus" Best Books of the Year (2013)** **"Time Magazine" 10 Top Nonfiction Books of 2013**
**"The New Republic" Best Books of 2013** In this heart-lifting chronicle, Richard Holmes, author of the
best-selling "The Age of Wonder," follows the pioneer generation of balloon aeronauts, the daring and
enigmatic men and women who risked their lives to take to the air (or fall into the sky). Why they did it,
what their contemporaries thought of them, and how their flights revealed the secrets of our planet is a
compelling adventure that only Holmes could tell. His accounts of the early Anglo-French balloon rivalries,
the crazy firework flights of the beautiful Sophie Blanchard, the long-distance voyages of the American
entrepreneur John Wise and French photographer Felix Nadar are dramatic and exhilarating. Holmes
documents as well the balloons used to observe the horrors of modern battle during the Civil War (including
a flight taken by George Armstrong Custer); the legendary tale of at least sixty-seven manned balloons that
escaped from Paris (the first successful civilian airlift in history) during the Prussian siege of 1870-71; the
high-altitude exploits of James Glaisher (who rose) seven miles above the earth without oxygen, helping to
establish the new science of meteorology); and how Mary Shelley, Edgar Allan Poe, and Jules Verne felt the
imaginative impact of flight and allowed it to soar in their work. A seamless fusion of history, art, science,
biography, and the metaphysics of flights, "Falling Upwards" explores the interplay between technology and
imagination. And through the strange allure of these great balloonists, it offers a masterly portrait of human
endeavor, recklessness, and vision. (With 24 pages of color illustrations, and black-and-white illustrations
throughout.)
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From reader reviews:

Rita Hackett:

This By Richard Holmes - Falling Upwards: How We Took to the Air (9/29/13) book is simply not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is
definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This By Richard Holmes - Falling Upwards: How We Took
to the Air (9/29/13) without we recognize teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry By Richard Holmes - Falling Upwards: How We Took to the Air
(9/29/13) can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you
can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This By Richard Holmes - Falling Upwards: How We Took
to the Air (9/29/13) having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Lisa Jennings:

This book untitled By Richard Holmes - Falling Upwards: How We Took to the Air (9/29/13) to be one of
several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Bernetta Smith:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the books in the top
collection in your reading list is definitely By Richard Holmes - Falling Upwards: How We Took to the Air
(9/29/13). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Sergio Terry:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This book By Richard Holmes - Falling Upwards: How We Took to the Air (9/29/13) was
filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big selling point of
a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.
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