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Desire Under the Elms - A Play in Three Parts by Eugene O'Neill (1888-1953). Desire Under the Elms is a
play by Eugene O'Neill, published in 1924, and is now considered an American classic. Along with
Mourning Becomes Electra, it represents one of O'Neill's attempts to place plot elements and themes of
Greek tragedy in a rural New England setting. It is in context a tribute to the myth of Phaedra, Hippolytus
and Theseus. A film version was produced in 1958, and there is an operatic setting by Edward Thomas. THE
PLAYS OF EUGENE GLADSTONE O'NEILL Eugene Gladstone O'Neill (October 16, 1888 – November
27, 1953) was an Irish American playwright and Nobel laureate in Literature. His poetically titled plays were
among the first to introduce into American drama techniques of realism earlier associated with Russian
playwright Anton Chekhov, Norwegian playwright Henrik Ibsen, and Swedish playwright August
Strindberg. His plays were among the first to include speeches in American vernacular and involve
characters on the fringes of society, where they struggle to maintain their hopes and aspirations, but
ultimately slide into disillusionment and despair. Of his very few comedies, only one is well-known (Ah,
Wilderness!). Nearly all of his other plays involve some degree of tragedy and personal pessimism. O'Neill
was born in a Broadway hotel room in Longacre Square (now Times Square), in the Barrett Hotel. The site is
now a Starbucks (1500 Broadway, Northeast corner of 43rd & Broadway). A commemorative plaque is
posted on the outside wall with the inscription "Eugene O'Neill, October 16, 1888 ~ November 27, 1953
America's greatest playwright was born on this site then called Barrett Hotel, Presented by Circle in the
Square." He was the son of Irish immigrant actor James O'Neill and Mary Ellen Quinlan. Because of his
father's occupation, O'Neill was sent to St. Aloysius Academy for Boys, a Catholic boarding school in the
Riverdale section of the Bronx, where he found his only solace in books. O'Neill spent his summers in New
London, Connecticut. He attended Princeton University for one year. Accounts vary as to why he left. He
may have been dropped for attending too few classes, been suspended for "conduct code violations," or "for
breaking a window", or according to a more concrete but possibly apocryphal account, because he threw "a
beer bottle into the window of Professor Woodrow Wilson", the future president of the United States. O'Neill
spent several years at sea, during which he suffered from depression and alcoholism. O'Neill joined the
Marine Transport Workers Union of the Industrial Workers of the World (IWW), which was fighting for
improved living conditions for the working class utilizing quick 'on the job' direct action. O'Neill's parents
and elder brother Jamie (who drank himself to death at the age of 45) died within three years of one another,
not long after he had begun to make his mark in the theater. Despite his depression, he had a deep love for
the sea, and it became a prominent theme in many of his plays, several of which are set on board ships like
the ones that he worked on.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Strode:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an individual is
you don't know what type you should start with. This Desire Under the Elms: A Play in Three Parts (Classic
Drama - Eugene O'Neill ) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Peter Wright:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Desire Under the Elms: A Play
in Three Parts (Classic Drama - Eugene O'Neill ) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know
world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice
only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to
start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Desire Under the Elms: A Play in Three Parts (Classic
Drama - Eugene O'Neill ) become your own personal starter.

Ella Norman:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the top
collection in your reading list is usually Desire Under the Elms: A Play in Three Parts (Classic Drama -
Eugene O'Neill ). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to
be precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Jonathan Thurman:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This e-book Desire Under the Elms: A Play in Three Parts (Classic Drama - Eugene O'Neill )
was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of
a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that
you just wanted.
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