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Saxo was probably a canon of Lund Cathedral, at that period a Danish cathedral, and lived at the end of the
twelfth century. He was in the service of Archbishop Absalon, who encouraged him to write a history of his
own country from the beginnings up to his own time, with a strong Christian bias. Starting with the myths
and heroic tales of primitive Scandinavia, he devoted the first nine of his sixteen books to legendary material
before dealing with the first kings of the Viking age and finished in 1285, after relating the earlier exploits of
King Cnut Valdemarsson. The activities of the Danish kings were intimately bound up with the monarchies
of Norway and Sweden; Cnut the Great, one of Saxo's heroes, whose empire stretched as far as Britain and
Iceland, was ruler of both these countries. In the last books Saxo took particular concern to describe the
campaigns of Valdemar the Great and his warrior archbishop, Absalon, against the Wends of North
Germany.

The work is a prosimetrum, that is, in six of the first nine books he inserts poems, which are intended to
parallel specimens of old Danish heroic poetry in Latin metres. Saxo's Latin prose style is often complex,
based as it is on models like Valerius Maximus and Martianus Capella, but he is a lively and compelling
story-teller, often displaying a rather sly sense of humour, and an interest in the supernatural. He is the first
author to give a full account of Hamlet, whose adventures he relates at some length, the elements of which in
a great many respects correspond surprisingly closely with the characters and incidents of Shakespeare's
play.

Volume I of Saxo Grammaticus contains an introduction from the editor, and the first ten books of Saxo's
work.
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From reader reviews:

Sally Watts:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer
that question because just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
is proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Saxo Grammaticus (Volume 1):
Gesta Danorum: The History of the Danes (Oxford Medieval Texts) to read.

William Reeves:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward.
Some of you maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but
the problems coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Saxo Grammaticus
(Volume 1): Gesta Danorum: The History of the Danes (Oxford Medieval Texts) is our recommendation to
help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Yvonne Tetrault:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
habit give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Saxo Grammaticus
(Volume 1): Gesta Danorum: The History of the Danes (Oxford Medieval Texts) is kind of reserve which is
giving the reader unstable experience.

Donna Canales:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled Saxo
Grammaticus (Volume 1): Gesta Danorum: The History of the Danes (Oxford Medieval Texts) the mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end
up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one type conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get previous to. The Saxo Grammaticus (Volume 1): Gesta Danorum: The
History of the Danes (Oxford Medieval Texts) giving you yet another experience more than blown away
your mind but also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to
you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it,
like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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