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In this commanding study, Dr Maryks offers a detailed analysis of early modern Jesuit confessional manuals
to explore the order's shifting attitudes to confession and conscience. Drawing on his census of Jesuit
penitential literature published between 1554 and 1650, he traces in these works a subtly shifting theology
influenced by both theology and classical humanism. In particular, the roles of 'Tutiorism' (whereby an
individual follows the law rather than the instinct of their own conscience) and 'Probabilism' (which
conversely gives priority to the individual's conscience) are examined. It is argued that for most of the
sixteenth century, books such as Juan Alfonso de Polanco's Directory for Confessors espousing a Tutiorist
line dominated the market for Jesuit confessional manuals until the seventeenth century, by which time
Probabilism had become the dominating force in Jesuit theology. What caused this switch, from Tutiorism to
Probablism, forms the central thesis of Dr Maryks' book. He believes that as a direct result of the Jesuits
adoption of a new ministry of educating youth in the late 1540s, Jesuit schoolmasters were compelled to
engage with classical culture, many aspects of which would have resonated with their own concepts of
spirituality. In particular Ciceronian humanitas and civiltÃ , along with rhetorical principles of
accommodation, influenced Jesuit thinking in the revolutionary transition from medieval Tutiorism to
modern Probabilism. By integrating concepts of theology, classical humanism and publishing history, this
book offers a compelling account of how diverse forces could act upon a religious order to alter the central
beliefs it held and promulgated. This book is published in conjunction with the Jesuit Historical Institute
series 'Bibliotheca Instituti Historici Societatis Iesu'.
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From reader reviews:

Theresa Gordon:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Saint Cicero and the Jesuits: The Influence of the Liberal
Arts on the Adoption of Moral Probabilism (Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700). Try to stumble through
book Saint Cicero and the Jesuits: The Influence of the Liberal Arts on the Adoption of Moral Probabilism
(Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700) as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you
experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in
your case. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let
me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Adam Whittington:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
mainly because just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Saint Cicero and the
Jesuits: The Influence of the Liberal Arts on the Adoption of Moral Probabilism (Catholic Christendom,
1300-1700) to read.

Kenneth Kelly:

The particular book Saint Cicero and the Jesuits: The Influence of the Liberal Arts on the Adoption of Moral
Probabilism (Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700) will bring one to the new experience of reading the book.
The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very
suitable to you. The book Saint Cicero and the Jesuits: The Influence of the Liberal Arts on the Adoption of
Moral Probabilism (Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700) is much recommended to you to read. You can also
get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Rod Reese:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a e-book. The book Saint Cicero and the Jesuits: The Influence of the Liberal Arts on the
Adoption of Moral Probabilism (Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700) it is rather good to read. There are a lot



of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have
enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book out
of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.
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