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A study of the theory and practice of seventeenth-century Dutch group portraits, Manhood, Marriage, and
Mischief offers an account of the genre's comic and ironic features, which it treats as comments on the social
context of portrait sitters who are husbands and householders as well as members of civic and proto-military
organizations.The introduction picks out anomalous touches with which Rembrandt problematizes standard
group-portrait motifs in The Night Watch: a shooter who fires his musket into the company; two girls who
appear to be moving through the company in the wrong direction; guardsmen who appear to be paying little
or no attention to their leader's enthusiastic gesture of command.Were the patrons and sitters aware of or
even complicit in staging the anomalies? If not, did the painter get away with a subversive parody of militia
portrait conventions at the sitters' expense? Parts One and Two respond to these questions at several levels:
first, by analyzing the aesthetic structure of group portraiture as a genre; second, by reviewing the conflicting
accounts modern scholars give of the civic guard company as an institution; third, by marking the effect on
civic guardsmen of a mercantile economy that relied heavily on wives and mothers to keep the homefires
burning. Two phenomena persistently recur in the portraits under discussion: competitive posing and
performance anxiety.Part Three studies these phenomena in portraits of married couples and families.
Finally, Part Four examines them in The Night Watch in the light of the first three parts. The result is an
interpretation that reads Rembrandt's painting both as a deliberate parody by the sitters and as the artist's
covert parody of the sitters.
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From reader reviews:

Kathy Hunnicutt:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Manhood, Marriage, And Mischief: Rembrandt's
'Night Watch' And Other Dutch Group Portraits. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book.
So long as we know about how is important any book Manhood, Marriage, And Mischief: Rembrandt's
'Night Watch' And Other Dutch Group Portraits. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the
world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your
country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are
able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-
book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

William Nix:

This Manhood, Marriage, And Mischief: Rembrandt's 'Night Watch' And Other Dutch Group Portraits book
is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by
reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is
getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Manhood, Marriage, And
Mischief: Rembrandt's 'Night Watch' And Other Dutch Group Portraits without we realize teach the one who
reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry Manhood, Marriage, And
Mischief: Rembrandt's 'Night Watch' And Other Dutch Group Portraits can bring when you are and not make
your case space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
cellphone. This Manhood, Marriage, And Mischief: Rembrandt's 'Night Watch' And Other Dutch Group
Portraits having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in
reading.

Peggy Nunes:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Manhood, Marriage, And Mischief: Rembrandt's
'Night Watch' And Other Dutch Group Portraits was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As
we know that book Manhood, Marriage, And Mischief: Rembrandt's 'Night Watch' And Other Dutch Group
Portraits has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye
Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make
you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to
like reading that will.

Bruce Delvalle:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It
is referred to as of book Manhood, Marriage, And Mischief: Rembrandt's 'Night Watch' And Other Dutch



Group Portraits. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could
add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-
book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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