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Debate has long been waged over the morality of capital punishment, with standard arguments in its favour
being marshalled against familiar arguments that oppose the practice. In The Ethics of Capital Punishment,
Matthew Kramer takes a fresh look at the philosophical arguments on which the legitimacy of the death
penalty stands or falls, and he develops a novel justification of that penalty for a limited range of cases.

The book pursues both a project of critical debunking of the familiar rationales for capital punishment and a
project of partial vindication. The critical part presents some accessible and engaging critiques of major
arguments that have been offered in support of the death penalty. These chapters, suitable for use in teaching
courses on capital punishment, valuably take issue with positions at the heart of contemporary debates over
the morality of such punishment.

The book then presents an original justification for executing truly terrible criminals, a justification that is
free-standing rather than an aspect or offshoot of a general theory of punishment. Its purgative rationale,
which has not heretofore been propounded in any current philosophical and practical debates over the death
penalty, derives from a philosophical reconception of the nature of evil and the nature of defilement.

As the book contributes to philosophical discussions of those phenomena, it also contributes importantly to
general normative ethics with sustained reflections on the differences between consequentialist approaches to
punishment and deontological approaches. Above all, the volume contributes to the philosophy of criminal
law with a fresh rationale for the use of the death penalty and with probing assessments of all the major
theories of punishment that have been broached by jurists and philosophers for centuries. Although the book
is a work of philosophy by a professional philosopher, it is readily accessible to readers who have not studied
philosophy. It will stir both philosophers and anyone engaged with the death penalty to reconsider whether
the institution of capital punishment can be an appropriate response to extreme evil.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Giordano:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book The Ethics of Capital Punishment: A Philosophical
Investigation of Evil and its Consequences will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading the book
make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best
book or appropriate book with you?

Aracely Schneider:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How people have
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Ethics of Capital
Punishment: A Philosophical Investigation of Evil and its Consequences book as this book offers you rich
info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in
it you know.

Dominic Maddock:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Ethics of Capital Punishment: A
Philosophical Investigation of Evil and its Consequences reserve written by well-known writer whose to say
well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal
hunger then you still question The Ethics of Capital Punishment: A Philosophical Investigation of Evil and
its Consequences as good book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one publication
that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind
of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Tania Arney:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and The Ethics of Capital Punishment: A
Philosophical Investigation of Evil and its Consequences or even others sources were given know-how for
you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was
created for teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In
various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Ethics of Capital Punishment: A



Philosophical Investigation of Evil and its Consequences to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many
types of book like this.
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